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Library of Congress § 702.2 

702.7 Weapons and explosives. 
702.8 Use and carrying of food and beverages 

in Library buildings. 
702.9 Inspection of property. 
702.10 Protection of property. 
702.11 Smoking in Library buildings. 
702.12 Space for meetings and special 

events. 
702.13 Soliciting, vending, debt collection, 

and distribution of handbills. 
702.14 Penalties. 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 1, 29 Stat. 544; 2 U.S.C. 136. 

SOURCE: 69 FR 39840, July 1, 2004, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 702.1 Applicability. 
The rules and regulations in this part 

apply to all Federal property under the 
charge and control of the Librarian of 
Congress and to all persons entering in 
or on such property. 

§ 702.2 Conduct on Library premises. 
(a) All persons using the premises 

shall conduct themselves in such man-
ner as not to affect detrimentally the 
peace, tranquility, and good order of 
the Library. Such persons shall: 

(1) Use areas that are open to them 
only at the times those areas are open 
to them and only for the purposes for 
which those areas are intended; 

(2) Comply with any lawful order of 
the police or of other authorized indi-
viduals; and 

(3) Comply with official signs of a re-
strictive or directory nature. 

(b) All persons using the premises 
shall refrain from: 

(1) Creating any hazard to oneself or 
another person or property, such as by 
tampering with fire detection and/or 
security equipment and devices, by 
fighting, by starting fires, or by throw-
ing or deliberately dropping any break-
able article, such as glass, pottery, or 
any sharp article, or stones or other 
missiles; 

(2) Using Library facilities for living 
accommodation purposes, such as un-
authorized bathing, sleeping, or stor-
age of personal belongings, regardless 
of the specific intent of the individual; 

(3) Engaging in inordinately loud or 
noisy activities; 

(4) Disposing of rubbish other than in 
receptacles provided for that purpose; 

(5) Throwing articles of any kind 
from or at a Library building or appur-
tenance; 

(6) Committing any obscene or inde-
cent act such as prurient prying, inde-
cent exposure, and soliciting for illegal 
purposes; 

(7) Removing, defacing, damaging, or 
in any other way so misusing a statue, 
seat, wall, fountain, or other architec-
tural feature or any tree, shrub, plant, 
or turf; 

(8) Stepping upon or climbing upon 
any statue, fountain, or other orna-
mental architectural feature or any 
tree, shrub, or plant; 

(9) Bathing, wading, or swimming in 
any fountain; 

(10) Painting, marking or writing on, 
or posting or otherwise affixing any 
handbill or sign upon any part of a Li-
brary building or appurtenance, except 
on bulletin boards installed for that 
purpose and with the appropriate au-
thorization; 

(11) Bringing any animal onto Li-
brary buildings and turf other than 
dogs trained to assist hearing or vis-
ually impaired persons; 

(12) Threatening the physical well- 
being of an individual; and 

(13) Unreasonably obstructing read-
ing rooms, food service facilities, en-
trances, foyers, lobbies, corridors, of-
fices, elevators, stairways, or parking 
lots in such manner as to impede or 
disrupt the performance of official du-
ties by the Library staff or to prevent 
Library patrons from using or viewing 
the collections. 

(c) Public reading rooms, research fa-
cilities, and catalog rooms are des-
ignated as nonpublic forums. As such, 
they shall be used only for quiet schol-
arly research or educational purposes 
requiring use of Library materials. All 
persons using these areas shall comply 
with the rules in effect in the various 
public reading rooms, shall avoid dis-
turbing other readers, and shall refrain 
from engaging in disruptive behavior, 
including but not limited to (1) Eating, 
drinking, or smoking in areas where 
these activities are expressly prohib-
ited; 

(2) Using loud language or making 
disruptive noises; 

(3) Using any musical instrument or 
device, loudspeaker, sound amplifier, 
or other similar machine or device for 
the production or reproduction of 
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